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of
H i tive Tirll stations ta‘which hé has
¢alled, he. has been in no maaner dis-
tinguished by the plaudits of his couatryy it

wag becaise his_country was unacquaint:
m any pecu 'n?er?l’ that he h:lq diaplx;
ent lies in military life,
there he appears capable of rendering good
services to the Republic, «nd of g3
fame for bimself. But even in military life
he has committed errors that should wamn
us against considering him best qualified
for the highest civil station in the Govern-
ment - errors st several times, emanating,
no daubt, from constitutional hardih
and an ardent zeal in his country’s service,
but which were all calculated to diminish
the sanctity of the civil authority.

The adherents of the General, in their
zeal to support him, have adventurously at-
tempted to draw a parallel between him
and the illustrious Founder of this Repub-
lic—stating, that if Gen. Jackson’s exhibiti-
ons of grcatness have hitherto been only
Military, those df Washington, before he
\ was called to the Presidential chair,
'were no more—and that as the belief of
Washingion’s competency to govern as
Chief Magistrate, was founded upon his mi-
litary conduct, that of General Jackson rests
upon similar groynds. Let us not yield to
the feelings that this parallel is calculated
to excite; we will treat it more gravely, and
reason on it, and expose its fallacy.

General Jackson’s renown is exclusively
derived from the victory-at New Orleans,
and his rash energies in the wars with the
Indians—his correspondence relates entirely
to the limited duties of the military service
he was then engaged in, and is marked by
no Adaficd n£ talent & N thu\ ¢
we kngw of no other pretepsions of the G2-
neral to extraordinary distinction. To com-
pare this miniature, presented by his friends
with the grand historical painting of Wash-
ington’s life, before his call to the Chief
Magistracy, that covers the walls of Ghris-
tendom, is doing injustice to General Jack-
son by an extravagant attempt. Not stop.
ping to compare one lucky victory that res-
cued a city, with a brilliant seven yeary
warfare, that secured a people. and gave
birth to an empire, through every day and
every event of which, the most dispiriting
privations, the most hazardous conflicts, the
most appalling dangers and irying difficul.
ties were encountered and surmounted Dby
a perseverance as temperate as it was brave,
and by a skill as well directed as it was
masterly.—Washington’s military campaigns
are, from first to last, continually interspers.
ed with the strongest evidences of his pro-
found and statesmanlike mind, which now
constitute some of the richest treasures in
the Ametrican archives.

It was not his successes at “Trenton, at
Princeton, at Monmouth, at Yorktown, or
at any of his well fought fields that called
him to the Chief Magistracy—It was his
long and anduously tried fidelity, his wuni.
form temperance. under trials, his “‘invaria-
ble regard to the rights of the civil power,
through all disasters and changes,” when
he held supreme military command —1t was
the direction he constantly gave to the po-
litical councils of the country, by his wise
and patriotic advice when he was guiding
the armies—It was those master picces of
political wisdom, his addresses to the Go-
vernors of the several States, that are now
read almost with the admiration of inspired
writings, that fixed every eye and every
heart upon Washington, as Chief Magistrate
of the United States.—A.d in looking back
upon his life, anterior to the year 1789, it
is hard to tell, whether his merits, as a sol-
dier, were higher than those of a statesman
—but of this the world are assured, that
neither military power nor success ever
made him arrogant, nor induced him even
to a doubtful excess. * His military Life was
the loftiest example, under all circumstan-
ces, of the most temperate exercise of pow.
er—of strictest subordination to civil autho-
rity—and whilst the heated passions of deep
designs of others seduced them to attempt
acts of insubordination. Washingtonallayed
the rising storm, and calmly otfered himself
a3 a voluntary hostage for his country, that
the twrongs of his brother soldiers saould
be redressed.

1If General Jackson suffers in this contrast,y
it is owing to the imprudence of his friends
—we have done no more than to perform a
duty to the man who was chicf in the hearts
of all, whose fame must not be hewed down
to reduce him to the dimensions of others,
or to subserve the schemes of combigations
that are daring, or of ambition that is aspir-
ing. .
gE‘rom this view, we will turn to offer rea.
sons and inducements which render ds con-
tenied with the exBting administration of
the country—And here we will frankly de-
clare, that neither favouritism on the one
hand, nor antipathy on the other, have any
Pinfluence over us—Por we do not remem-
_ber to bave been called, on any occasion, to
decide a great national question, more free
from every bias that would be likely to lead
us astray: No circumstance has ever occur-
red ta give rise 10 a personal predilection
that we could indulge, and surely we can

Orleans.

Ifjt had fallen to our lot to have enter-
tained* personal attachment in this case,
which we openly disavow, we know that we*
should find a great palliativein the universal
concessian, that such attachments are always
venial, and therefare we should not disavow
it. © Bat if we thought we'were guided b®
unfavourible prejudices, we should di
ourselves, as led on by the most dangerous
of all impalses.<~For. prejudice is either &
Yolunteer that springs up without thought,
and leads to error, -vms&n examination, of
it 1s the weed of themmind w3
the: héart with jts. de! ‘foliagé and
forhjds the' growth of every.useful o—
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. A magnssimous people will never with.
bold the meed of praise that is justly due to
the accomplished qualificatious or meritori.
ous services of a fellow citisen—but a bigh
minded people, who, in all their public acts,
keep the pational Welfare sfeadily and siog-
ly in'viéw, ‘sre a little scrupulous of wast.
ing lves in panegyncs upon those
they design to lift to patronage and power
It is therefore we shall not dwell upon the
widely known facts of Mr. Adams having
received, in n;l life, the Lest and most ex-
tended educatiod this country could aford;
of hisunvtrging habits of reflection and stu.
dy—of his being intimately and practically
convefsant with the public measures of this
country for the last forty years—of his high
rank among the men o( learning of the
world—or cf the pledges which are given
in his unlformly unexceptionable private
character, throughout his whole life. But
we shall maintain our opinions and prefe-
rence upon public grounds alone, and upon
reasons and views which exclusively apper.
tain to the prosperity of the people and the
glory of the country.

The work of man, however admirable, is
necessarily imperfect; and there is no part
of our excellent Federative system which
the forecast of its authors and the reflecting
wisdem of those who ratified it, thought
would be 80 like in time to endanger its ex-
istence, as the election of Chicf Magiserate.
Although onr form of jovernment was in
some parts new, and in others an improve-
ment upon things which had existed before,
yet the principle of an elective Chicf Magis-
|.trate was not.new;. and.whilst we were tg.]
partake of the *advantages of that feature,
we were unavoidably c¢xposed to some of
the evils to which it had been found subject
—among the greatest of which is the train
of incidents inevitably flowing from the fre-
quent recurrence of contests between rival
candidates for that high station. - Nor did
the founders of the government eapect to
ward otf these evila so much by the limitati-
ons and proportions with which they fashi-
oned this part of the constitution relating to
the appointment of the Presid=nt, although
less objected to than any other part of tiiat
charter:— Uhey had a stronger, and as they
thought, a safer relance upon the sober
minded character of th= people who were to
carry it into effect in their love of order,
their sagacity to discriminate, and in their
intelligence and firmness to re<ist any thing
that had a terdency to impair the system.

Jealousy, strife, and local feelings are the
dangers against which we have been parti.
cularly counsclled by onr illustrious political
Father,-and these, unfurtunately, are the
probable attendants upon a contest for the
Presidentidl Chair.  So long as the selecti-
on for this exlted post was confined to Re-
volutionary worthies, there was much in the
character of our admiration for these Patri-
ots, as well as in the vouthful purity of our
institutions that forbude these incidentul e
vil to arise. We have now exhansted that
store of vorth, and have come to men near-
er to our times, who, whatever may be their
merits, can never cxperience the unwonted
devotion that was paid to their predeces-
sors.

Fertile as our country is in the growth of
distinguishe:l men, and propitious as our go-
vernment is to daplay them, the expansion
of empire, the prozress of science, and the
incrcase of popilation must necessarily aug-
ment the nnmber of tavourites, and mereto-
rions favourites too, who will engrose the
affections and confidence of their respective
sections of country. Fromthe uperation of
this affection and confidence, local attach-
ments, and jealousies and contests will arise,
and, without a check, the fation will qua-
drennialiv be thrown into agitation that will
become most ularming. 'To guard against this
impendingterror we have nothing to rely on
but the salutary influence of established
custom, which, bring founded in wise pre.
caution, in a nation of intelligence easily
acquires force. The first President of the
United States having voluntarily retired
from office at the expiration of his second
term, that voluntary retirement has been
construed into an example that has been
implicitly followed by every successor who
had an ‘opportunity of doing so, and has
been approved of by the People. Under
the sanction of this usage, will it notbe wise
and prudent to establish the system of re-
electinga chief magistrate for a second term,
ezcept in cases, ere the qualifications cf
opponents are known to be greatly superi-
or to those of the incumbent, or, where the
course of administration is palpably and fa.
tally prejudicial, to the true interest of the
country’ In the last case, any change is to
be sought, ind any hazard will be “worthily
encountered to estinguish the existing evll.

But we demand with frankness and we
expect to be answered with candour, if such
a-state of things, or if such a necessity now
exists in ourcountry!? s it even prctended
that it docs? Hast the opposition to Mr.
Adams been undertaken by the friends of
Genenal Jackson, because it is known that
General Jackson possesses all the necessary

ulifications for the Presidential office, in
asuperior degree to what Mr. Adams does?
Or because the measures of Administration
are bad, and that they expect such defects
will be remedied by a different course of
admimstration likely to be pursued under
General Jackson? Ot was this opposition
determined on anterior to the develope-
ment of any measure by this Administrati-
on? Or did it originate in a tetmined
intent to eject a man from office, « who, not-
withstanding the generylly mild,. jadicious
add ablé course of his measures, has been 50
unfortumte as not to have propitiated those
who were resolved never Lo be ippeased? -

This byjn; fairly to the! comsideration

‘wr n—‘:u" never

¢ by ¢laveay

3 esecpiidpe taken 198 fev,

| irimhe) st andchiet cb)casa;:‘\? s
.‘“ . .6
Fioss tbe pnut.;t?mud' by :
is, ¢

son Conreation “?.u
sident dguinst the Wilf of
they have sttached to this point in their ma-
Aifesto, a3 well as to others, the most copi-
pua potes and commentaries to iIustrat- snd
explxin tbe meaning of 30 dark a pasition.

1-"With all the sid of the ho.yhoﬁckkhn
which a political chymistty has shed upon
this matter, we are still at s Joss to see un-
der what pretext this objection js made, un-
less it is, that Mr. Adams bad not the great-
est ndmber of votes when brought to'the
House of RefPesentatives, ' But the consti-
tution, by its unqualified and direct isjunc-
tion, requiring the Representatives to choose
a President **from the persons having the
highest numbers, not exceeding three,”
without a shadow of reference either to the
foremost or to any particular one of them.
The three candidates with the bighest oum-
bers stand before the Representatives House
as if tied, upon a perfect equality, to be
judged of by them as by a new body of elec-
tors, who are to decideupon ¢‘the man who,
in their opinion, may be best qualified for
the office.” To require the Representatives
to be governed by the will of the people in
this case, is 10 require them to be governed
by what they Liave no means of knowing—
for when the electors of a state have not
voted for one of the three highest candidates
— or when the electors of a state are equal-
ly divided, perhaps between two, neither
having the highest number, bow can the
Representatives know the popular prefer-
ence? The rule of obligation, is derived
from the constitution, must be general or
not at all—but a rule which requires a re-
presentative to do what he has no rcans of
ascertaining, and to ascertain which no
means are ‘turnished him, is a palpable in-
consistency, and must be disowned. Thus
the vppusition, in obedience to the Consti-
tution, would refer the election to the
House of Representatives, and at the

he was

makmg it—an absurdy too gross for com-
mentary—The constitutica presenting three
candidates to their consideration, evidently
meant to give the Representatives a right of
choice; and we are taught by tiie contempo.
raneous exposition of that constitution® Lglt
choice was intended to be guided by the
representative qualifications of the candi-
dates presented to the House of Represen.
tatives by the electoral colleges.—To say
that such an election, in strict conformity
with the latter and the established meaning
of the constitution is made inst the will
of the people, is to betray, what we are far
from ascribing to the Jackson Convention,
an uncommoi weakness or a total insensibi
lity to shame )

Where there are four cr more eandidates
before the electors of the people, and the
votes threughout the union are pretty gene-
rally divided among them all, neither bav-
ing a majority, it is utterly impossible to
tell who'is the favourite of a majority of
the whole; and it was on account of this
impossibility, that the constitution pointed
out the House of Representatives as another
body of intelligent electors, who were im-
mediately to select one from the three can.
idates that the electoral colleges had dis-
tinguished by the greatest number of votes
—Considering it mich less important which
of the three should be elected, than that
their choice should be confined immediate.
ly to one of them. Mr. Adams was second
by the electoral college vote, and not far
behind the foremost; and a porticn of the
votes given to Mr. Crawford and Mr. Clay,
would us well have elected him as General
Jackson, It is impossible therefore to say,
which of them woiild have been preferred
if they alone had been before the people,
unaccompanied either by Mr. Clay or Mr.
Crawford,

How boldly this objection bears upon the
conduct, or how ill it suits the mouths ot
thuse who ardently advocate Mr. Crawford's
election’by the House of Representatives,
when he was much lower on the electoral
poll than either Mr. Adams or Gen. Jack.
-son, we forbear to expose.

Fearing lest the constitution and the rea.
son of things should be against them in this
obj=ction, the upposition then asser!, that
Mr. Adams was corruptly elected in the
House by the intrigue of Mr. Clay; and to
this accusation, as gross as it is unworthy,
as hideous as it _is unfounded, the Jackson
Convention have lent themselyes with all
the positive force of their fame, and with
all the artificial influence of their learned
notes and commentarics.

That the first moments of mortified disap-
pointment should have given rise, smong
some men, to a heated and irascible ¢hulli-
tion of this sort, was neither to have been
wondered at hor regarded; but time and
reflection ought to have induced s juster
construction of things. It is easy to indulge
in accusitions against men, and in time of
high political ferment, the disposition to
‘yield a submissively credulous ear to impu.
tation sgainst those whom it is our purpose
Htogippose, is often the vice of men. Let us
however judge by safer and more just laws
of construction, and more becoming the
high character of all.

In the ahsence of every thing like posi.
tive proof, which is admitted by the oppo-
sition in this case, they have recourse to
circumstantial prpof, in the construction of
which we maintain *hat it is a violation of
all rule of interpretation and of morsl right
to recur to sup d corrupt motives and
‘views to explain, that which may be equal-
ly weil explained by obvious and knowa
fair ones. As a representative in congress
at the time of the late presidential election,
Mr. Clay was obliged to vote—he was in
effect limited 10 a choice between Mr. A
dams and General Jackson, for the condition
of Mr. Crawford’s health, at that time, put
him out of the questiqn with all who were
not previously p Between Mr. A-
dams and Gen. Jackson there was an entire
goodunderstandings but between neither

t‘dmajeabd wrged by the epposition,’
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During the hte -canvams for electors of
presideat and yice-pres exception was
takeg by Mr. Chay ta. the construstign and
facts given in s nce between
Mr. Adams and Mr. Rossell in relation to e-
vents, that tragspired on. the~ mission to
Ghent; yet the contest which grew out of
this betwéen Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay, was
not of a nature to interrupt thelr accastorn-
ed int ciation. * But the
stand taken by Mz. Clay. io the year 1819,
against Gen. Jackson’s conduct, fust after
the Seminole war, 3 time when no mam on
earth expected that the General would ever
be held up as & candidate (gf the presiden-
tial chair, was of a mych barsher and more
serious character; and we have every reason
to believe, produced from that day an en.
tire alienatlon between themysand implanted
in the general the most implacable resent-
ment, Mr. Clay, on that occasion, arraign-
ed the conduct of Gen. Jackson, in the

t and most fearless terms, and with
an ability rarely equalied by ‘any man, sel-
dom surpassed by himself. Thishe did in
the discharge of his congressional duty,
when the gems of Gen. Jackson's glory
were fresh sparkling arqund his brow.—
Some years after this, when Mr. Clay iscall-
ed upon by the constitution, with other
members of the llouse of Representatives
to “make a choice’”” between Mr. Adams &
Gen. Jackson of a president of the United
States, he prefers and votes for Mr. Adams.
sr. Clay’s influence in the house was long
known and had been considered greater
than that of any other member—an influ-
ence derived from his splendid abilities, his
long standing as a member, his engaging
deportment towards every body, and his a-
ble and satisfactory discharge of the office
of Speaker. It was doubtful who would be
elected by the house—Mr. Clay being
known to advocate Mr. Adamy’ election,
and Mr. Adams being elected on the first
balloy, it was immediately imputed to Mr.
Clay’s Influence, and it was t| most urns |
worthily and unwarrantably asserted by
some, who were smarting under disappoint.
ment, that this result was owing to a cor-
rupt understanding between them. When
Mr. Adams, in forming his cabinet, nomi.
nated Mr. Clay as Secretary of State, and
the senate “advised and consented to it,”
then the story was rounded off, and it was
agreed by the opposition that the appoint.
ment of Secretary of State should be con-
sidered as the “wages of sin’’—thus imput-
ing t0’a majority of the senate of the Unit.
ed States, who were present throughout
the wlole transaction, and who were inti-
mately conversant with allthe circumstances,
a deliberate participation in the corruption,
by *“advising and consenting’’ to the nomi-
nation—and a large portion of that majority
too are now in the present opposition.

If the speech of Mr. Clay in 1819, arraign-
ing Gen.'Jackson's conduct is referred to,
it is believed that no unprejudiced man
would ever suppose after that, that he could
have been induced to vote for Gen, Jack.
son as the chief magistrate of the country.
Nor is there any fair grounds to believe
that he w}-ypor!cd Mr. Adams from personal
motives of any sort, but from a conviction,’
such ss influences ourselves, that he was
obviously and decidedly the best qualified
man, and as such, he was compelled by
duty to vote for him.

As little do we believe that Mr. Adams
nominated Mr, Clay to the senate as Sccre-
tary of State from personal attachment or
obligations but knowing that no man in
this country had passed through a more
brilliant public course for the last (Wenty
years than Mr. Clay, in which he had ac-
quired great popularity and evinced a
statesmanlike ahility thit classed him in the
foremost rank of American statesmen, it is
fair to conclude, that Mr. Adams wis go.
verned by the established reputation of Mr.
Clay and the public sentiment towards him,
and that he very properly desired both his
services and his fame to give their use.
fulness and lustre to his administration It
was not necessary for Mr. Clay to have a
bargain or understanding withany of them
—he was conscious, and the world knew
full well, that whichsoever candidate he
supported, if he succeeded,.would call
bim to the, station of Secrctary of State
as &’ tribute to his merit, and as a power-
fu) aid to the administration.

Had Mr. Clay been an ordinary or sub-
altern man who could have heen managed,
and who had been thus elevated to a stati-
on for which he was unfit, then, indeed,
there might have been some plausibility in
the story of a “bargain”—But if his con-
ceded distinction as a satesman fustiGably
commanded the appointment, we ought to
distrust both the reasoning sod the conjcc-
ture that implied the belief of stipulated
reward. We disdain all such suppositious
imputations to accomplish ends—and with
this plain narrstive of facts we meet the
conjectural and gratuitous positions of the
opposition.

Next, Mr. Adams’ appointments to office
are harshly censured to brini himinto dis-
repute. On this point so delicate in its
nature, many reason either with a morbid
or with a wounded sensidbility, whilst com-
paratively few agree in any particular. In
selecting & citizen for any public station,
many hopes will be frustrated, and the
disappointed parties and their friends will
be aptto indulge in repudiating the cho.ce,
and enlisting the feelings of others in their
behalf. In an’extended empire, like our
own, where numerous sppoin‘ments, are to
be made in different perts of it, a chief
magistrate must necessarily oftcn rely much
upon the judgment and information of o-
thers; and it is equally certain, that no
man can give universal satisfaction in ap-
pointments. We do not pretend to say
that we woald bave recommended, orthat
b we approve of all the appointments of the
president—but we very muych doubt, whe-
ther any of the m«rn ho have been
bheld up ss Sk hive M;-d
tors that we'should ngpwn&-;

of the
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It is l'nrmidabl{ chaiged (oo upe
President Adams by the Jackson Con-
vention, that in taking a portion of his
appointments from the parties that did
ot support his election, ‘he has been
guilty of an attempt to corrupt them.
At the same time the Secretary of State
is assailed for taking the printing of
the laws from his fues and giving it to
his friends. Withuat stopping to re-
mark upon tire unkind and unmerited
imputation which is here cast mpon
those who have been “appointed to of-
fice, or to reconcile this blowing hot
and cold with the same mouth——we .
will merely abserve, that it is imposti-
ble for any man to make any appoitit-
ment that “the ingenuity of opposing
partizans may not impule to bad mo-’
tives, or find some pretences to con-
demn. If the President confines ap-
pointments to fis own friends, the cry
of proscription is loudly resounded. Lf
he appoints from those who have op-
posed him, he is charged with corrup-
tion.—So, if a Secretary of State,’ 1n
Julfilment of the law which enipawers

permits that patronsge to remain with
those who revile him and desires to
destroy his reputation, he is either
laughed at aa timid or imbecile, or he
is 8aid to wish to winover his adversa-
ries by rewards. But if he boldly re-
moves that patronage from tiose who
basely malizn him, and confides it to
those. who treat him more (riendly and
fairly, we see that he is accused of
partially, of cruel injusticey and of a
wish to **punish independence.” See-
ing then that the appointment of nei-
ther friend mor opponent can escape
condemnation, to what are we to at-
tribute such censures? Or from whom
can an sppointment be made? We
abjure all such indiscriminate, such
captious objections—all such predeter-
mined, implacable hostility—and we.
thank that man in the name of our
country, whoever he may be, that
has the magnanimity and firmness,
in making his selections for of-
fice, to appoint those who are distin-
guished for their virtues, their capaci- ~
ty, and their fidelity to the country,
regardless of paolitical nanies or party
distinctions.

But how injudicious is it in the op-
position thus to commit theinselves?
How inconsistent is it thus to attempt
to censure President Adams fur disre-
garding party distinctions in making
some of his appointments from those
who oppose him; when itis known,
that, next to the victory at New Or-
leans, the strungest motive avowed by
many of them for supporting General
Jackson, is hisletter to President Mon-
roe, where, among other things, he ad-
vises him to pursue the very same
course, of making his appointmentsin-
discriminately from all parties, among
men of approved fidelity to the coune
try. ‘Lhus it is we see, how a heated
zeal takes the lead frum discretion and
betrays into inconsistency those, who
have united with an opposition that has
proclaimed from the beginning, even
before the adoption of a single measure,
ssthat the Administration should bs put
down, if its ineasures were as pure as
those of Angels.”

‘That there may be smong the oppo-
sition those confirling less in the merit
of their qualifications than in their vio-,
lence and animated exertions in behalf
of party to recommend them to office, *
who do not like the liberal advice.of"
General Jackson or thé liberal Aice
of Mr. Adams, we pretend nei:her. 'to
assert nor to deny—but if this condact
in Mr. Adamys can be imputed to him
as a fault, presuming that General
Jackson gave his advice in good faith,
svhat right have the appasition tdexcept
from him a different or better course?

Another objection urged against Pre-
sident Acams is, that he has npeither
recommendéd nor used hig inflaence
with Congress to alter the Canstmition
30 as tn prevent the election of "Presi

L

Representatives. il
How far it becomes a President - of
the United States, at all times, to're- -
commend| alterations in the Constitafi=
on of the Federal Government; is & -
grave and great question that we-have,>

neither time nor space bere to Jpek.
to, We would barely remark thay is
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